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Biography

Max Nonnenbruch was a German painter born in 1857 in Viersen. From 1875, he studied for two years at the

Academy of Arts in Düsseldorf, then in 1877 at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Munich. He also attended the

Fine Arts School and the Académie Julian in Paris. In 1880, the artist made several trips to Paris and Italy with his

friends painters Hans Olde and Claus Meyer. 

Max Nonnenbruch was very involved in Munich's artistic life. He was president of the Munich Association for

Artists Support and a member of the General German Art Cooperative. He was also secretary of the exhibition

committee at the 1892 International Art Exhibition at the Munich Glass Palace. In the 1890s, the artist travelled

several times to England and France. 

A painter of genre scenes in his early days, Max Nonnenbruch was then influenced by neoclassical and symbolist

aesthetics as well as by pre-Raphaelite painters. His works represented young women, dancers and odalisques

with oriental dresses. Many references to Greek and Roman antiquity can be seen: Greek vases, jewellery,

hairstyles, columns and mosaic decorations. 

The pure and idyllic scenes of Max Nonnenbruch were particularly visible in his works depicting young women

dressed in antique at the seaside. The vibrating touch highlights the effects of the lights.  

Through his work and his involvement in the artistic events of his time, Max Nonnenbruch acquired an important

reputation. The artist exhibited many times in Germany and at the Galerie Heinemann in Nice. His works were

highly sought after by the collectors and regularly reproduced in newspapers and magazines of the time. 
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