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Trois Crayons drawing signed lower right 

Dimensions : 57,8 x 41 cm

Dimensions : 22.44 x 16.14 inch

Literature : Will be included in the catalog raisonné in preparation under the reference DE-6201.

Exhibition : Villa du temps retrouvé, Cabourg. Exhibited between March and November 2021

Origin : Collection Elizabeth Van Biema
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Dimensions with frame : 82,5 x 65 cm

Dimensions with frame : 32.28 x 25.59 inch

Elisabeth Van Biema née Joseph (1878-1949) was the wife of Emile Van Biema, philosopher, doctor of letters,

specialist of Kant and Leibnitz. 
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Biography

Paul-César Helleu was born in Vannes in 1859. From an early age, he wanted to become an artist. In 1876, he

was admitted to the Fine Arts School in Paris, where he studied under the supervision of the painter Jean-Léon

Gérôme. He became an apprentice of Théodore Deck, a ceramist who specialized in women's portraits. 

In 1886, he met the Comte de Montesquiou who bought several engravings from him and introduced him to the

Parisian aristocracy. He became one of the most popular portraitists of the Parisian and Londoner society (he

made portraits of the Countess Greffulhe, the Duchess of Malborough, Queen Alexandra, the Princess of Greece,

etc.). His drypoint prints representing female figures were very well-known in the United States.  

His friend Marcel Proust took him as an inspiration for the character of the painter, Elstir, in "In Search of Lost

Time". He was also very close to important artists such as James Tissot, Whistler, Claude Monet, John Singer

Sargent, Rodin and Alfred Stevens, who all recognized his great talent and encouraged him to keep engraving.  

Paul-César Helleu also painted bright and refined landscapes, influenced by his impressionist friends ("Autumn at

Versailles", around 1897, Musée d'Orsay). In 1893, he became a member of the National School of Fine Arts. He

was also an honorary member of the International Society of Sculptors, Painters and Gravers of London and

received the Legion of honor in 1904. 

Helleu was one of the artists who best synthesized modern elegance in his paintings, etchings and drypoint prints.

He represented with talent the feminine grace, giving us an important reflection of the society described by

Marcel Proust in his books. His high-society figures, his feminine silhouettes, his sports scenes of the elegant

world were among the most remarkable images of the "Belle Epoque". The simple and refined nature of his works

was often compared by contemporary critics to that of the works of Lancret and Watteau. 

Of all the women he painted, his wife Alice Guérin was the most represented. A unique intimacy and emotion can

be seen in these family portraits.  
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